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a national character, and determined for the moment the
direction of parliamentary action. It is impossible not to
connect the feuds of the London gilds x with the measures
carried out by Parliament during Richard II/s reign. The
victualling gilds were adherents of the king ; while the non-
victuallers, who were free-traders, were associated with the
opposition party of John of Gaunt. In the light of their
struggle for supremacy, we can best interpret the wavering
and fluctuating policy of the reign. In October 1377 when
Brembre, the leader of the victuallers, was mayor the mer-
chants supplied the king with a loan of money *. Accord-
ingly, in December, the king complied with the petitions of
London and Norwich and excluded aliens from retail trade s.
Steps were at once taken to secure these concessions; the
misteries were ordered to make search for traders who
brought merchandise to the city, and to see that London's
privileges were not infringed by them4. A few months
later, in October 1378, John of Gaunt held the Parliament
away from London at Gloucester, and there it repealed the
monopoly of the Londoners, " considering clearly the coming
of merchant strangers within the realm to be very profitable
from many causes to all the realm ". Aliens were granted
freedom to buy and sell all manner of wares wholesale, and
small wares and provisions retail, and allowed to have deal-
ings with one another 5. In 1381 and 1382 Northampton,
the opponent of Brembre, became mayor, and Parliament
again confirmed the privileges of aliens 6, The indignation
of the Fishmongers probably explains the countenance shown
by some of their leaders to the insurgents of 1381 ; they were
even accused of admitting the rebels into the city 7. The
favourable treatment of aliens stirred great commotion in
the city, and a petition in Parliament attests the strength
1 Supra, p. 383.                                                   2 Letter Book H, 79.
8 Ibid. 86 ; for the petitions, see Rotuli Parliamentorum, iii. 27 b, 41 b.
*  Letter Book H, 90.                                             6 Statutes, ii. 6.
*  A victualler was in office from 1377 to 1381, while Northampton was
mayor in 1381  (Letter Book H, 169) and re-elected in 1382 (ibid. 200).
Privileges of aliens confirmed :   Statutes, ii. 23.    The Fishmongers were
specially aimed at hi the statute allowing aliens freely to buy and sell fish
and victuals : ibid. ii. 28.
7 Rotuli Parliamentorum, iii. 143 b (1382).